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It   is   secretly   rumoured,    though    I   cannot
warrant   its   truth,   that   England   is   prodigal   in
caresses, and reiterated offers of a treaty of com-
merce, on the most advantageous terms;  and that
Russia itself spares no advances.    Certain it is that
our  enemies  and their   partisans  loudly  proclaim
that we have lately disbanded ten thousand men;
which is sufficient proof, say they, that we have no
thoughts of holding the two imperial Courts in awe.
I can also  certify that  the  Grand-Duke  and
the  Grand-Duchess,   who  long   had   afforded   no
signs of existence   to  Prince   Henry,  have  lately
written him very charming letters;   but these are
no   impediments   to   the   licentious   discourse    of
Romanzow, who, on the eve of the King's funeral,
asked, in a public company, whether there would
not be rejoicings on the morrow;  and  who   has
bestowed   the   epithet   of  the   illumination   of   the
fa*   candles   on   the   night   of   the   second,    on
which   homage    was   paid    to    the   new    King,
and  when  a  general   illumination   was   ordered.
Apropos of homage,   Prince   Henry   is  permitted
to make written oath, and this favour has   not   a
htfle redoubled  his  fumes;  he   still  wagers   thatlosopher and the highest
